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Mo" has beeri ſaid on the Subjeſt of 
the diſputes with our Brethren in North 
America Each party complains, and the cry of 
redreſs is echoed from one end of the land to the 
bother, as well among ourſelves as among them. 


Some think they already feel the evil, and all 
pretend to foreſee its long train of deſtructive 
_ conſequences; yet nobody ſeems hitherto to have 
ſtruck at the root of it;—and whether from a 
want of diſcernment, or from ſecret or party 
motives, no one has even gone ſo far, as to 
aſſign the true cauſe of its exiſtence. 


If this was enquired into, it would perhaps be 
found, that 1 it proceeds from our having changed 
Ba | _ © gd 


E 
gradually in our national Circumſtances, while 
our conſtitutional Laws have remained the ſame. 


The Laws of Parliament indeed have varied, | 
and do vary every Seſſion, yet thoſe relating to 
Colonization and Commerce, have not been al- 
tered often enough, nor properly — to 
times and circumſtances. 


Many of the other Laws of Government, 

which may have been very proper when they 
were made, are now no wage ſo, although ſtill 
in fOrce. 


R has only been at crivieat times, and often 
at the eve of general danger, that great changes 
in the conſtitution have been brought about. 
We are now at one of theſe critical periods, 

which threatens no leſs than the defection of a 
great part of the community, and by thus di- 

viding our ſtrength, a reduction of that Power 
and Pre-eminence which we have ſo long en- 
Joyed over moſt other nations of the known 


11 
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It therefore becomes the duty of every indi- 
vidual, to contribute all that he can to avert the 
impending Evil, and if poſlible, to render it the 
means er future Good. 


It is with this view, that the following Plan 
is ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Public, 
in the full hope, that thoſe who may diſapprove 
it, will point out ſomething better. ; 


Tri 1s propoſed, 


That the Board of Trade and ions : 
tions be converted into a Supreme Council of 
N Colonies and Commerce. 


That a certain limited Deputation be ſent 
to that Council, from the Houſe of Peers, 
ee of the different claſſes. 


That a like Deputation be ſent from 
the Houſe of Commons. 


That theſe Depiqhations be choſen by 
Ballot, at the opening of the new Council, 
and afterwards at the meeting of every new 
Parliament; or as often as any of the mem- 
oy OR 
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bers ſo choſen, ſhall happen to die or to 
reſign. 5 


That a certain limited number of is 


Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, : 
be alſo named Members of this propoſed 
Supreme Council f Colonies and Commerce. 


That there be choſen by Ballot, by the 


Members of the Aſſemblies of the different 

| Provinces of Britiſh America and the: Welt 8 
India Iſlands, a certain number, in pro- 
portion to that of the Inhabitants of ſuch 
| | Provinces and Iſlands, to repreſent. them 
in this Supreme Council. 


That the number of Members! in general 


of the ſaid Council, thus to be elected, 
be previouſly fixed by the Law to be paſſed 
for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing theſe regu- 
lations, in proportion as the number of 
| Inhabitants of Great Britain ſhall be found 
to be, to thoſe of the Colonies; in order 
that the Repreſentation may, as nearly as 
poſſible, be equal; and as Population in 
ſome of theſe Colonies is thought to dou- 


ble 
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ple every twenty-five years, the general 
Repreſentation to be new modelled at every 
auch Period, 


That the: Deputies of the Houſes of 
1 Loma and Commons in the Supreme Coun- 
cil, ſhall be debarred from holding any 
Place or Office under the Crown, but be 
allowed, on account of their extraordinary 
| Attendance on the Buſineſs of the Nation, 
7 per annum each. 


That the Repreſentatives bf the Colo- 
nies and Weſt India Iſlands, be alfo allowed 
ſuch an annual Salary as the General Aſſem- 

blies of thoſe Provinces or Iſlands, accord- 

ing to their, different circumſtances, ſhall 
judge ſufficient, for their attendance i in like 

manner on public Buſineſs, . 


That the Repreſentatives of the Cillbaies 
and Iſlands be choſen for Life, ſubje& only 
to be remoyed or diſplaced, on proof of 
their accepting of any Place, Penſion, or 
Bribe : thus all former objections to Ame- 
FICan repreſentation, will be removed. 

1 That 
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That che ſame Salary now paid to the 
Commiſſioners of the Board of Trade, be 
allowed to ſuch of the Members of his 


Majeſty's Privy Council, as he ſhall name 


Supreme Counſellors of Colonies and Com- 


That the Lord Chancellor, the Biſhop 


of London, and the other ex officio Mem- 
bers of the preſent Board of Trade, be alſo 
Members of this 9 : 


| That this Council ſo choſen, be fum- 


_  moned: to meet in London on 
for the diſpatch of Buſineſs, and to con- 
tinue to fit, or be prorogued from time to 
time, in the ſame manner as the Houſes 

925 ee, We 


T hat the Council be 3 to re- 
peal, alter, or amend, all Laws relative to 
Trade and Plantations, whether particular- 
Iy regarding the Trade of Great-Britain, or 

©, the affairs in general of any of the lritiſ 
=P Colonies or Inands. 
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That all new Laws propoſed to be ehact- 


ed by the ſaid Council, ſhall be ſent firſt to 
the Houſe of Commons; and after being 
read there, and amended if thought neceſ- 
ſary, ſhall be ſent from thence to the Houſe 


of Peers for the like purpoſe; from whence 


to be returned to the Supreme Council, which 
ſhall be at liberty to approve or 9 
| of ſuch Amendments, 


That mould the Majority of the Members 
of the Council perſiſt in their firſt reſolu- 


tions, although contrary, perhaps, either to 
the opinion of the Houſe of Peers, or the 
Houſe of Commons, (which are both there 
repreſented by their Deputies) the Speakers 


of both Houſes of Parliament ſhall; on the 


third preſentation of ſuch Acts of Council, 

write on the ſame, Read in full Aſendy,— 
and "ig? —or £5 ce as 
gainſt. 


That che Acts bus coturied and paſſed 


in Council, ſhall be preſented in the Houſe 


of Lords to the King, who alone ſhall 


| have: the negative power in with-holding 
his Royal aſſent, in the ſame manner as 


C has 
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hs hitherto been the practice, in reſpect to 


the united Acts of the two * of Par- 
liament. 42961 


That all La- ſuits in the Colonies may be 
appealed i in the laſt reſort to the * 
Connell. © 


That the power of the ſaid council be, 


however, expreſsly limited to the affairs in 
general of the Colonies and Iſlands, and to 


the pa irticular matters of Trade or Commerce 


of the Mother e 


That all the Laws hitherto enacted by the 


1 Britiſh Parliament, whether concerning our 


home trade, or American poſſeſſions, be 


enforced with yigour, until repealed, al- 
teered or amended by the propoſed Supreme 


; Council. 
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That far this. 1 a Fleet be ordered 


ll be fitted out, with a ſufficient number of 
Frigates, Bomb-ketches, Sloops, and Ten- 


ders, as well as a ſufficient number of Ma- 


_ to dans _ the Coaft of North-Ame- 


rica, 


[xi] 

rica, and block up every Port and Harbor - 
of ſuch of the refractory Colonies, that re- 

fuſe obedience to the Laws, as they now, or 
hereafter may ſtand, 1 


That the Damages a ed 15 che Faſt 

India Company, and others, by the Teas 
deſtroyed in different places of North-Ame- 
rica, ſhall be aſcertained by a Jury, accord- 
ing to the Forms of Law of the Court of 
. King's- Bench, and Satisfaction gemanded 


of the Aggreſſors; to be leyied at thoſe || 


places in ſuch manner as the Governor and 


| Council of the Province © ſhall n the moſt 
effectual. e portlt 


Should this Plan fo far as it relates to the af. 


fairs of North-America, and to the Trade of 


er ſuggeſtec — 


Great Britain, be approved, At. might be fur 


To new model at the next general Election 
our Repreſentation in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, by making it equal over all Great- 
Britam, in Fee to the number of Inha- 

F bitants. ; 


To eſtabliſh an 1 ar in every 
Part of the Britiſh Dominions, to be paid by 


C2 th 
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tze Tenants on the real Rents, or on the 
joſt value of nn m by the 
— 3110 f 


To regulate the Poon ifion for the A * 
1 to make their yearly Stipends pay able 
in Money, in proportion to the real Rents or 
Rt the, Lands. 

10 eib 3167 n £1 gms) 
* Dole the Size if, ewe in hater the 
ROT: more to increaſe 8 and encourage 3 
0 Agrionſrure. % Eton of: | 


413 to 10 alttr iT 511 \ 


o alter nd amend the Marriage. Act for 
iße e ſalutary Purpoles, | | 


oft IB 115 


To take off ſuch of Answer Taxes on 
the Neceſſaries of Life; as affect the poor and 
10 and uſtrious part of the Nation, and in lieu 
thereof, to tax Batchelars, Domeſtick Ser. 
vants, Horſes and Dogs. 


B as 1100 ( ent 71110 7 rote {1 


To take off t . and 
in lieu of it, to lay, a. Tax, on all Doors and 
\ Chimneys of the Houſes, of the. Inhabitants, =_ 

in order that the poorer Sorts of the People, 
who cannot afford to be well lodged, may 


D 
at leaf, eat and drihk at a cheap rate; and 


not b e eee ee — 
: _ to live at "_ iger! 
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70 coppreſ Singing) by de only effec- 


wal means ef doing it, that of taking 
away the Temptation. The abolition of the 
Exciſe on Proviſions will partly de this, and, 


to compleat the work, the duties of Cuſtoms 


mighi be reduceqto a moderate rate, on the 
Teal value ef all Exports, ãnd dduble that 


rate on the Imports; which value, can beft 
be aſcertained by. tf the Proprietors of the 


23 "Goods, who Sr take care = not to defraud the 
4.9 417 
Revenue for 4 Trifle, when any uſtomhouſe 


Officer, or others can take thoſe Goods, on 
paying one tenth part more than the decla- 


red value; and this wirhout aby form or | 


- proceſs of L 1&4 K OT 0700 
5 . 29001 1 1 2 „H 
If therefore only ſmall Porr are d on 
Importation of C 7600s, ho Drawbacks at Ex- 
portation can dè exp pected, and then the Re- 


venue will' dg Wy be groſsly defrauded i in 


- 


this ene 3 111909 5 rl tf & . 
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To lay before the ene Council, true 
States of our Trade with European Nations, 


in order, that Treaties of Commerce may 


be made with thoſe Nations, for the mutual 
N of the G * both. 


4 17 £4 


ol Ts thy 3 Eaſt India Trade. at the k 


1 [anipietaicorns thepreſent Charter of the Com- 
pany, which ought to be indemnified for | 
its Forts and Settlements, by Government, 
on taking poſſeſſion of the territorial Reve-- 
7944 tend rite RS 
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Jo make a 2 new 1 boch of Gold 


and Silver, and to ſubjeft our Coin to ſuch 
2 Duty, as other Nations do theirs, elſe our ö 


Money wilt conſtantly center in their Coffers; 
and we in time, have little left at home = 


Paper Currency, which, though it may paſs 
for Money among ourſelves, will not paſs 


; among our Neighbours on the Continent. 


48057 
To 1 the legal latercſt on real "LOR 


rity to 4perCent, leaving it to vary on perſonal 
Security, from 4 to g per Cent per Annum, 
according to Circumſtances, in order that 


Men 


CY 


Men in Trade may not be kept out of their 


money by litigious Debtors, without a ſuit- 
able Equivalent; and that others, who are 


_ obliged to borrow on perſonal Security, may 
openly offer, 5, 6, 7 or 8 per Cent. per An- 


num, to money'd Men of Character, rather 


than be compelled to ſubmit to a much higher 
Intereſt, through the Rr of 8 - 
bens wag | 


1 G 


T 0 limit the Credit on Govt —_ to 
months, or any ſhorter Term 


that the Parties may agree upon, on the 
Penalty of paying the higheſt legal perſonal | 
| Intereſt for any retarded Payment: in order 
that Merchants, Wholeſale Traders, and 
Manufacturers, may be prevented from 
launching out too far beyond their Capitals, 
and conſequentiy from Bankruptcy and 


Ruin. INGO e ae 


To prevent „ ee FEED enjoying 


more than one Living, and to make the 
Livings more equal none to exceed {1000 


à a year, nor any to be leſs than C. 200, after 
the 2 thie preſent! Incumbents; —ſuch 
regulations 
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FT 
regulations being only meant to take place, 5 
as they ſhall happen to _ off. Wa 


To prevent modern Pattjoriſin from im- 


peding his Majeſty's Miniſters in the duty 


of their ſeveral Offices, by taking away the 
Temptation; For this purpoſe it is hoped 
the Men now in Place, will ſhew themſelves 

true Patriots, by conſenting. to ferve for 


half the preſent yearly emoluments, until 4 


the national Debt be brought under F ifty 
- Millions —They will thus be the more in- 


cited to accompliſh this Point as ſoan as 


poſſible, and the means will be eaſy, by 
the ſavings propoſed i in the mode of col- 
lecting the revenue, and che greatly en- 


n amount of it. 


Let che church lands, as. 8 1 ſhall 
bappen to fall, be appropriated to the uſe 
of the King. | 


Let ſome dene of dat or diltiaction 
be beſtowed on the Members of the Su- 


preme Council, to encourage them to per- 


ſevere in bringing about the neceſſary re- 
b | gulations 
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. xvii. 1 
lations i in what comes under their ir 6g: 


ne 


meñt, they wil thus be re econtilet in theit 
political Intereſts, in 


benign Prince, Enperor 
and of all its widely extended foreign Do 
tions, fort ing the greateſt and moſt 5 v. 


can it eſcape them on this 1 55 Sele, 
to think of building 4 Palace: ſutable to 
the en of fuck 4 Potchfite? — 7* 285 g 


The FAR hopes 


e it in amen + 


Wciently prepared to anſwer, any objections that 
Way be ſtarted, by thoſe who are not ſo indepen- 
D ; 


, rr 


Filly; let all f anks wa degrees unite; in 
teſtifying their love and Hats te the 
belt bf Princes, undet Hoſe r mild govern. 


all che fobir quarters 
=} of the Globe; and, in the fullneſs of their 
BY hearts, can they ds leſs than protlaii that 
3 or of ren, Britai al 


erful Empire; that has ever yet cited 5 br, 


om every thing that worth has ventured to ſuggeſt, 
Hat he is no Party-Man ;—that he has no place or 
Penſion—and that if he has any ſelfiſh views, they 
1 an only be ſuch, as are ſtrongly connected with 
Ihe public good. He alſo hopes, that he is ſuf- 


SOAPS A333 ů ů — 5 _ 
IÞ.. $ = © 
g * ; = 


, —— — — — —— — 2 yy — 


” — 2 — hr 
I 1 
— ——ä—— — x Ä — 3 = 
- — w— — — 


: has not communicated his Plan, to any miniſterial, | 
or anti-miniſterial man; nor to any perſon con- 


Meſt Indies. — He commits it entirely to the 
public at large: happy, if his poor) endeavours, 8 
can in any way cement the neceſſary connexion, 
5 between the character of a good Citizen and that 3 | 


requires, that, if we wiſh the Crown to give up, 1 
in any degree, the influence that it has been gra- 1 
5 dually acquiring by means of Places and Penſions, 
ever ſince the Revolution; we ought in ſome | 
other way, to ſtrengthen the hand that weilds the 
ſceptre, and add to the Glory of the Sovereign, | 
in proportion to the extenſion of dominion, = 


1 xylii 1 
dent, and with whoſe private Intereſt his ideas 
may therefore happen to claſh. 


He mint it almoſt ale to add, that he 


nected with the people of North-America, or the 


of a loyal Subject And ſurely common equity 1 


